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This year has been remarkable for the International Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Movement  

 
As it was in the previous years the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society this year 

also has paid a particular attention to the development of a humanitarian sphere in the 
Republic of Azerbaijan, dissemination of the International Humanitarian Law among 
people, expanding even more a Policy of Voluntarism. As the only National Society 
representing the International Movement in the Republic of Azerbaijan our mission is 
to provide free of charge medical-social care, humanitarian assistance and other 
necessary services to vulnerable groups of population, refugees and internally 
displaced persons, people affected by conflicts, natural and man-made disasters, in 
short to all those in need of help by adhering to the Fundamental Principles of the 
Movement.  

The Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society has been carrying out successfully 
different medical-social care, humanitarian and other projects in the Republic of 
Azerbaijan. Promotional and educational activities on various topics conducted by 
the National Society played an important role in improving the health of people, in 
learning by population of rules of behavior in emergencies, first aid and other skills. 
The Programs on applying of participatory community development approach in the 
fields have been continued during this year as well. Maximum mobilization of human 
resources in this area, working together towards solving of problems encountered, 
establishing of bilateral working relations with local authorities lay on a basis of the 
development of humanitarian sphere in the regions. 

Volunteers play an important role in International Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement. Our National Society in its turn gave much priority to this field and took 
relevant measures. Being involved into the activities of our National Society youth 
and volunteers participate closely in conducting of public events. It should be 
mentioned that the volunteers work with the National Society without a desire for a 
gain. Sometimes their lives are threatened. All these come from the volunteers’ 
feeling of mercy and charity.  

Gladly that in 2009 two nurses of our National Society, namely Gultekin 
Gafarova-Askerzade (posthumously) and Umelya Aslanova were awarded with 
Florence Nightingale medal – a high medal of the International Movement. This 
notes about achievements of our National Society in the international arena.  

The year 2009 has been reach with remarkable historical events. This year 
marks the 150th anniversary of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement, the 90th anniversary of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies and the 60th anniversary of the Geneva Conventions. On this 
occasion many National Societies conducted their events under a slogan of “Our 
World - Your Move”. The Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society also took this motto 
while carrying out its projects, conducting its training sessions and seminars on 
HIV/AIDS.  
The global problems such as “Avian influenza” and “Swine flu” have become a 
common disease of our century. There have been conducted preventive activities in 
this direction by the relevant structures in Azerbaijan and as a result of it the spread 
of these viruses in the country have been prevented. Our National Society also 
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conducted necessary promotion and educational activities in this direction among the 
population in the country. 

The natural disasters that occurred recently in the world touched Azerbaijan as 
well. Many regions of our republic were affected by floods. A great number of 
people became the victims of floods. Using its own potential our National Society 
provided fist aid and other necessary assistance to population in the fields and 
participated closely in arrangements conducted by the government. I would like to 
particularly emphasize support from our donors, especially support from the 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies during these 
processes.                        

In addition another much important and I would say much joyful event is 
approaching. That is the 90th anniversary of the establishment of the Azerbaijan Red 
Crescent Society which will be marked on 10 March 2010. Early this year the 
preparation works for the 90th anniversary of the establishment of the Azerbaijan Red 
Crescent Society were started. On the whole, according to a decree of 7 April 2008 
issued by the president of the Republic of Azerbaijan the date of 10th March is 
marked annually as the “Red Crescent Day” in the Republic of Azerbaijan.  

On the occasion of a National Society’s celebration, a large plan of action has 
been prepared and started to be conducted stage by stage under the motto of “90 
years – in the serve of mercy”. On the occasion of the 90th anniversary of the AzRC 
the book “The Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society in a flow of time” of my authorship 
was published. This book is about 90 years of history and activities of the Azerbaijan 
Red Crescent Society. On the occasion of the National Society’s celebration the local 
branches of the AzRC received relevant instructions from the Secretariat. The local 
branches prepared their plans of arrangements and presented them to the Secretariat. 
This remarkable day will be celebrated in all regions of the Republic of Azerbaijan.  

On the whole, due to a care of the president of the Republic of Azerbaijan and 
honorary member of the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society H.E.Mr. Ilham Aliyev to 
our National Society the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society is dynamically developing. 
Relevant decrees signed by the head of the state allows us to say it. The government 
structures have created a favorable condition for the activity of our National Society. 
Parallel with it, our National Society increases even more its working relations with 
its foreign partners. This year our National Society held bilateral meetings with many 
National Societies, shared experience and prepared joint projects. The Azerbaijan 
Red Crescent Society has been cooperating closely with its partners such as 
Norwegian Red Cross, Turkish Red Crescent, the Red Crescent Society of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, the Red Crescent Societies of Saudi Arabia, Qatar, United 
Arab Emirates, Kuwait, the German Red Cross, Magen David Adom Society of 
Israel, the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies and the 
International Committee of the Red Cross.    

One of our main priorities is a fundraising. We have achieved certain successes 
in this field and we want to strengthen our activities in this field as a strong material 
base of the Society creates an opportunity for timely providing of a necessary 
assistance to people in need. This is one of the main conditions in  
carrying out of humanitarian projects. 
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This year the XXIII General Assembly of our National Society took place. The 
General Assembly heard a report of Secretary General of the AzRC about the 
activities of the National Society in the current year. New members of the Governing 
Board and the Presidium as well as Arbitrary and Finance Commissions were elected 
at the General Assembly. The representatives of government structures, non-
governmental organizations and our partners participated at the General Assembly.  

In general, I evaluate the year 2009 as one of the successful years in the 
activity of the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society. I am confident that in the coming 
years the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society will be able to promote its image, to make 
new progresses in its work and to contribute to solving of problems of the most 
vulnerable people.  

I would like to thank all relevant organizations for their assistance to the 
activity of the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society.                

                                         
Dr. Novruz Aslanov  
President of the Azerbaijan  
Red Crescent Society, 
Member of Parliament 
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Mission of the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society 
 
 
To serve the vulnerable people by mobilizing the capacity of the Azerbaijan Red 
Crescent Society and the power of humanity  

 

Fundamental Principles of the International  

Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement 
 
 
HUMANITY  
 
The International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, born on desire to bring 
assistance without discrimination to the wounded on the battlefield, endeavours, in its 
international and national capacity, to prevent and alleviate human suffering 
wherever it may be found. Its purpose is to protect life and health and to ensure 
respect for the human being. It promotes mutural understanding, friendship, 
cooperation and lasting peace amongst all peoples. 
 
IMPARTIALITY 
 
It makes no discrimination as to nationality, race, religious beliefs, class or political 
opinions. It endeavourds to relieve the suffering of individuals, being guieded solely 
by their needs, and to give priority to the most urgent cases of distress.  
 
NEUTRALITY 
 
In order to enjoy the confidence of all, the Movement may not take sides in hostilities 
or engage in contriversies of a political, racial, religious or ideological nature.  
 
INDEPENDENCE 
 
The Movement is independent. The National Societies, while auxiliaries in the 
humanitarian services of their governments and subject to the laws of their respective 
countries, must always maintain their autonomy so that they may be able at all times 
act in accordance with the principles of the Movement.  
 
VOLUNTARY SERVICE 
 
It is a voluntary relief movement not prompted in any manner by desire for gain. 
 
UNITY  
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There can be only one Red Cross and Red Crescent Society in any one country. It 
must be open to all. It must carry on its humanitarian work throughout its country.  
 
UNIVERSALITY  
 
The International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, in which all societies have 
equal status and share equal responsibilities and duties in helping each other is 
worldwide. 
 
 
 
 

DISASTER PREPAREDNESS AND DISASTER RESPONSE 
 
Goal:  
To strengthen the capacity of the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society in order to prepare 
itself for disasters, to respond to disasters and to reduce impact of disasters.  
 

Disaster Preparedness and Disaster Response department of the Az.RC conducted 1 
simulation exercise for 16 members of Mobile Volunteers Team of Sumgait 
Regional Center.  
 
Disaster Preparedness and Disaster Response department of the Az.RC conducted 3 
training sessions on “Needs assessment in emergencies” for 112 staff members and 
members of Mobile Volunteers Team. 
 
VCA based branches were selected and 4 training sessions on “Community 
awareness” were held for 42 staff members of 3 regional centers and members of 
Mobile Volunteer Teams.           

 
Related with logistics:  
 
In April 5 boards for nard game (Azeri national game) and 17 boards for draughts 
game were procured for regional centers in order to involve more volunteers.  
 
DP/DR department procured 68 tooth brushes, 100 blankets, 17 kitchen items for a 
central warehouse.  
 
To assist the affected people of Navahi settlement of Hajigabul district DP/DR 
through support by DREF (IFRC) department procured 600 rubber boots, 300 mobile 
gas stoves, 300 electric heaters, 300 plastic sheets, 600 jerry cans, 1600 bedding sets, 
600 mattresses, 300 hygienic sets and 600 food parcels. 
 
Related with bilateral cooperation  
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• On 15-24 February, 2009 Disaster Preparedness and Disaster Response 
Program coordinator Elshan Salimzadeh and head of DR/DP department 
Valeh Maharramov participated in “Regional Disaster Response” training held 
in Struga city of Macedonia and became a member of Regional Disaster 
Response Team (RDRT).   

• On 16-19 May Disaster Preparedness and Disaster Response Program 
coordinator Elshan Salimzadeh participated at the meeting of Regional 
Disaster Management coordinators held in Sutomor city of Chernogoria.  

• On 25-30 May DP/DR program coordinator Elshan Salimzadeh, a group of 
staff and volunteers participated in the training on “Psychological Aid” held in 
Georgia within “Regional Cooperation Program”.    

 
Related with humanitarian relief provided to the most vulnerable people 
affected by different disasters:  
 

• In 2009, the Az.RC provided humanitarian relief in the sum of 18099,91 
Az.Manat  to 120 families (414 people) affected by different disasters in the 
country.  

• In September 2009, the Az.RC provided humanitarian relief in the sum of 
72848,20 Az.Manat to 300 families (1287 people) affected by a disaster 
occurred in Hajigabul region. For this purpose the Az.RC used the finances 
allocated by “Disaster Response Emergency Fund” of the International 
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies.     

    
N Regional Center Number of 

families 
Number of 

people 
Amount 

1. Baku central 
warehouse 

412 1650 90948,11 

2. Mingechevir 4 21 332,22 
3. Lankaran 2 19 184,12 
4. Sabirabad 2 11 380,68 
 Total : 420 1701 91845,13 

 
 

Problems/Constraints:  
 

• Lack of a national plan on disaster preparedness and disaster response.  
• There is still a dependency on foreign donors  
• Insufficient funds for DP/DR activities  
• Lack of telecommunication specialist  
• Lack of transport means.   
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HEALTH AND CARE  
 
Goal: To improve awareness of population on health issues by means of health 
promotion activities and health services.   
 

HEALTH AND CARE IN COMMUNITY 
 
To promote population on different diseases and to improve health of people in the 
communities, 83 trained volunteer health promoters and nurses from Baku, 
Sumgayit, Ganja, Mingechevir, Sabirabad, Lankaran and Garabakh regional centers 
of Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society conducted public health promotion activities on 
the topics such as avian influenza, tuberculosis, HIV and AIDS, sexually transmitted 
diseases, infectious diseases, breast cancer and its prevention, mental health, healthy 
life style, drug-abuse, alcoholism among population in the country.  
 

The name of topics The number of people 
involved 

Family planning, HIV and AIDS  300 
Nutrition 188 
Personal hygiene and sanitation  493 
Infectious diseases 447 
Avian flu 448 
Environment and health 831 
Internal diseases 575 
Total 3275 
 
During the reporting period within the frame of “Community based health” program 
there were held inter governmental and non-governmental organizations meetings in 
the Public Health Reforms Center of the Ministry of Health. These meetings help the 
organizations working in the field of health of population in the Republic of 
Azerbaijan to come together and cooperate with each other.  
During the reporting period within the frame of “Community based health” project 
the AzRC took an active part in all health related events organized in the Republic of 
Azerbaijan. On the occasion of 7 April-World Health Day there was conducted 
“Health Week” in Baku city. On this occasion the AzRC together with “SOS – 
Children Villages - Azerbaijan” Association held an event in the Elit Gymnasium.  
The pupils of the Elit gymnasium assisted by the trainers of “SOS Children Villages-
Azerbaijan” Association put on a stage a story on tuberculosis written by volunteer 
health promoters of the AzRC. During the event devoted to “7 April – World Health 
Day” that small scene was performed in the Elit Gymnasium. All the invited guests 
teachers and pupils liked the performance. The volunteers of “SOS Children 
Villages-Azerbaijan” Association who participated at the performance were awarded 
with diplomas and presents.      
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On 26-29 May, 2009 in the frame of “Regional Cooperation Program” there was held 
“Psychological support in emergencies” training in Tbilisi city of Georgia.  28 
representatives from Red Crescent Societies if Turkey, North Cyprus, Azerbaijan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and the Red Cross 
Society of Georgia participated in the training. The training were facilitated by 
psychologists and specialists experienced in the field of providing psychological and 
social support to people in emergencies.           
In 2009, tow nurses of Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society, namely Gultekin Askerova 
(posthumously) and Umleyla Aslanova were awarded with Florence Nightingale 
medal of the International Committee of the Red Cross. The awarding ceremony took 
place on 12 June in the office of the Azerbaijan Delegation of the ICRC.  
Surveys on breast cancer conducted among 1000 women have revealed lack of 80 % 
of women awareness on the disease. Taking it into account, the Az.RC together with 
“Mother and Child” Public Union conducted training on “Breast cancer” for refugee 
and IDP women living in hospices in Baku and Sumgayit cities. During the training, 
250 women received knowledge on breast cancer and the ways of self-examination. 4 
women noted changes in their mammary glands and they were sent to the National 
Oncological Center to pass self-examination. 
The staff of the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society condcuted health promotion 
activities on “H1N1” virus and distributed information materials. Head of local 
authority of Garadagh district and a specialist of a Center on fighting plague 
participated at the event.  
“In search of Charity” pilot project started by personnel initiative of the President of 
the AZRC has been continued in 2009. The aim of the project is to provide medical-
social, humanitarian assistance to elderly alone people registered in local branches. 
The nurses of local branches visit elderly alone people at their homes and provide 
them medical –social assistance. This includes: control over taking of medicines, 
measuring of blood pressure, giving injections, doing cleaning works. 
On 3-4 December 2009, the 3rd “Health and Care” forum with participation of 16 
National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies was held in Budapest city. An Expert 
of the World Health Organization made a presentation at the Forum. The specialist of 
the WHO recommended to the National Societies to conduct social activities in 
addition to public health activities.  
The Strategy 2020 of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies emphasized the importance of health promotion activities of the National 
Societies towards prevention of oncological diseases, diabetes mellitus, 
psychological disorders and dissemination of healthy life style. There was 
recommended to the National Societies to strengthen activities in this field.  
  

 
 
 

DEVELOPMENT OF NON-REMUNERATED VOLUNTEER BLOOD 
DONOR RECRUITMENT IN AZERBAIJAN. 
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Taking into account recommendations given by World Health Organization to 
ensure safety of volunteer donor blood and to involve regular non-remunerated 
volunteer blood donors the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society supported by the 
Norwegian Red Cross continued to implement “Development of non-remunerated 
volunteer blood donor recruitment in Azerbaijan” program in the year 2009. In the 
frame of the program 87 Red Crescent volunteers trained in blood donation and 
members of “Club-25” conducted dissemination campaigns on “Healthy life style” 
and “Healthy regular blood donation”.  

On 4-5 May 2009, the AzRC together with the Ministry of Health, State 
Committee on Women, Child and Family problems, Azerbaijan Hemophilia 
Association organized blood donation campaigns devoted to 8 March – the 
International Women Day in several policlinics in Baku city. During these campaigns 
the staff of Police Offices and students of different educational institutions gave 
blood.  

On 7 March 2009, during blood donation campaign organized in Technical 
University in Baku and devoted to 10 March, the day of foundation of the Azerbaijan 
Red Crescent Society Mr. Novruz Aslanov, president of the AzRC and Mr. Arthur 
Lenk, ambassador of Israel embassy in Azerbaijan who are regular blood donors 
gave blood. 
 On 12 June 2009, a round table discussion among young people devoted to 14 
June- World Donor Day was held in Azerbaijan Red Crescent office. The participants 
discussed various issues such as the importance of conducting large-scale promotion 
activities on blood donation among young people and school children, the importance 
of stimulation of non-remunerated blood donors, the importance of providing support 
to volunteer blood donation activities and etc.  

During the year the members of “Club-25” conducted a large-scale  health 
promotion activities on blood donation in different educational institutions such as 
medical schools N2, University of Languages, Khazar and Pedagogical Universities 
and  other organizations in order to involve non-remunerated volunteer blood donors. 
The members of “Club-25” distributed promotion materials among young people. 
The Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society organized blood donation campaigns in 
different organizations and educational institutions such as Khazar and Technical 
Universities, Baku Telephone Communication Unit, Oil Academy and etc. According 
to statistics received from Blood Bank during the year 3050 people gave blood 
through the AzRC. 

On 17 June Health and Care department of the AzRC organized an event 
devoted to “14 June- World Blood Donor Day” in Ambassador hotel. The staff of the 
AzRC, the representatives of the ICRC, Khazar and Pedagogical Universities, 
Azerbaijan Association of Thalassemia and Hemophilia, Azerbaijan Blood Donors 
Association, “American Council”, “Azersun” and other organizations participated at 
the event. During the event “Health and Care” department presented souvenirs and 
diplomas to the representatives of different organizations who took an active part in 
blood donation campaigns of the AzRC. 

During the reporting period 2235 people were promoted on non-remunerated 
volunteer blood donor recruitment and healthy life style.  
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“CONTROL OVER DOTS TRAETMENT OF TB ILL RELEASED 
PRISONERS” PROJECT  

 
The Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society has been conducting health promotion 

and education in Baku and other regions in order to prevent the spread of tuberculosis 
in the country. These health promotion activities include: organizing seminars in 
secondary schools and universities with demonstration of video films on tuberculosis, 
conducting surveys, organizing round table discussions and etc.  

In 2009, the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society with support of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) continued to implement “Control over DOTS 
treatment of TB ill released prisoners” pilot project with the aim to involve TB ill 
released prisoners into the continued treatment process and thus to cure them from 
tuberculosis. Within the framework of the project the nurses of the AzRC trained by 
the ICRC controlled over DOTS treatment of TB ill released prisoners living in 
Yasamal, Binegedi, Azizbeyov districts of Baku city. Lung diseases Institute of 
National Tuberculosis Program of the Ministry of Health of Azerbaijan Republic 
presented the lists of TB ill prisoners who started their treatment in detention centers. 
The activities of Red Crescent nurses involved in the project included: to assist with  
finding out of TB ill released prisoners not registered in local TB prophylactic 
centers, to deliver medicines allocated for DOTS treatment program to the patients, 
to control that TB ill released prisoners take regularly their medicines, to conduct 
health promotion on tuberculosis for TB ill released prisoners and their family 
members.  

Regular meetings with participation of specialist from National TB Program 
implemented by the Ministry of Health of Azerbaijan Republic and specialists from 
Lung diseases Institute were held. During these meetings the participants discussed 
problems faced by the Red Crescent nurses in their activities and tried to find 
solutions to solve these problems.  

During the reporting period 20 TB ill patients were covered by “Control over 
DOTS treatment of TB ill released prisoners” pilot project. 14 of those finished 
DOTS treatment. The other patients continue to receive DOTS treatment.   
 The AzRC has been participating annually in the events devoted to 24 March, 
World Tuberculosis Day. This year the Delegation of World Health Organization in 
Azerbaijan organized a round table discussion in Baku. Tuberculosis specialist from 
World Health Organization, representatives of governmental and non-governmental 
organizations working in the field of treatment and prevention of tuberculosis in the 
country participated in the event. The main aim of the round table discussion was to 
draw public attention to the problems of organizations working in tuberculosis 
sphere, to strengthen their capacity in order to solve existing tuberculosis problems, 
and thus to prevent the spread of tuberculosis disease in Azerbaijan.   

On 23 February “Global Fund on Fighting HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis and 
Malaria” organize a round table discussion on tuberculosis disease in Azerbaijan. 
During the round table discussion the participants discussed the main trends of future 
cooperation.  

During the reporting period health promotion activities (training sessions, 
meetings with the communities and etc) aimed at preventing the spread of 
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tuberculosis were conducted in the country. On these training sessions on prevention 
of tuberculosis was organized in “SOS – Children Villages Azerbaijan Association”. 
Volunteer health promoters of the AzRC conducted talks about the ways of 
prevention of tuberculosis with people in some districts of Baku city and distributed 
information materials on tuberculosis. During the reporting period 845 people were 
promoted on tuberculosis.      

  
COMMUNITY BASED FIRST AID 

 
During the year within “Community based First Aid” program 32 volunteers 

trained as First Aid instructors (10 people from Baku, 5 people from Fizuli, Agdam, 
10 people from Zagatala and Ujar are members of First Aid team, 7 people from 
regional center are previously trained volunteers) conducted promotion activities on 
first aid skills among 1028 people in Baku, Sabirabad, Mingechevir, Lankaran, 
Ganja, Sumgayit regional centers and Baku, Agdam, Fizuli, Zagatala, Ujar braches.  

During the year regular meetings and practical sessions with First Aid teams 
were held.  

On 27 February 2009, the AzRC together with Ministry for Emergencis 
organized an event devoted to World Civil Protection Day in a secondary school 
N60. During the event First Aid Teams of the AzRC demonstrated first aid skills to 
130 pupils and teaches of the secondary school. 

The AzRC conducted first aid training for security staff of “Communal Service 
and Renovation” enterprise under the Sea-side Boulevard Office, the employees of 
Baku Sea Terminal and the staff of Barda office of the ICRC. A total of 56 people 
participated in the training. The participants were given european certificates.  

18 students of a University of Slavic Languages and Western University who 
were on practice in the AzRC attended first aid training. 15 volunteers of Garadagh 
local branch received first aid skills. The representative of Magen David Adom 
Society of Israel conducted first aid training for staff of the AzRC. After the training 
the participants were given certificates and first aid kits.  

It has become a tradition for the AzRC to mark annually 13 September – the 
World First Aid Day. This time the AzRC organized an event in a juvenile detention 
center in Baku city. The volunteers of the AzRC who are also members of first aid 
teams of the AZRC  organized first aid competition among three teams – the teams of 
“From child to child peace network”, “SOS Children Villages Azerbaijan” 
Association and juvenile detention center. The members of first aid team of the 
AzRC demonstrated first aid skills and to questions addressed to them.  

There was organized a training for two first aid trainers in Guba local branch 
of the AzRC. The particpants were given European certificates.  

53 students of Azerbaijan State Pedagogical University attended first aid 
training.  

There was organized first aid training for 6 representatives of “SOS-Children 
Villages Azerbaijan” Association. The participants were given first aid certificates.        
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“HUMAN PANDEMIC INFLUENZA PREPAREDNESS INITIATIVE” 
PROJECT 

 
Seasonal influenza (flu) epidemic and related influenza cases and high rate of 

death cases, especially influenza cases among high risk groups and high rate of death 
cases – all these are one of biggest problems of a public health. The purpose of 
national experts cooperating actively with the WHO is to improve and strengthen an 
international control over influenza as well as to prepare a country for a possible 
influenza. Therefore, it is important to have a strong public health system and the 
developed pandemic preparedness plan. Such kind of plan already exists in 
Azerbaijan and it was worked out by the Ministry of Health of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan in cooperation with the World Health Organization, Public Health 
Reforms Center and State Agency for Agricultural Credits working in Avian 
Influenza and Humane Preparedness project of the World Bank and the United 
Nations Organization. 

The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies with 
support of USAID applied to the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society for carrying out of 
“Human pandemic influenza” project in Azerbaijan with the aim of increasing a 
potential required in the work of fighting pandemic and increasing the preparedness 
level. Following this application the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society has prepared 
“Humanitarian Humane pandemic influenza preparedness initiative” project. Since 
August 2009 the National Society has been implementing this project. In order to 
assess implementation process of the project in Azerbaijan the international experts 
of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies visited Baku 
city.   

The goal of the project is to support the Azerbaijani government in preparation 
to humane pandemic influenza by increasing the level of pandemic preparedness (in 
terms of technical and humane resources) of communities in the regions of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan and to take necessary measures in relation with communities. 

In this regard during the months of August – December a part of identified 
objectives has been implemented.  

Thus, the implementation of the project was started in 19 local branches 
covered by 6 Regional Centers of the AzRC (Baku, Sumgayit, Sabirabad, Ganja, 
Mingechevir and Lankaran). The working groups composed of representatives of 
local governmental and non-governmental organizations were formed in the 
regions/districts involved into the project. Five communities were selected in each 
region to prepare a plan on pandemic preparedness of the communities. In addition 
promoting of community members (conducting of surveys, distributing of leaflets 
and posters and etc) is one of important project activities. The surveys conducted 
among 7000 community members have revealed the lack of awareness of them on 
pandemic preparedness. The surveys also revealed that community members have no 
sufficient knowledge on pandemic preparedness.  

Within the project the staff of the AzRC Headquarters (12 people), the staff of 
Regional Centers/local branches (19 people) and volunteers of the AzRC (112) used 
training materials sent by the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies. They were also regularly trained.  
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The AzRC held regularly meetings with representatives of the Ministry of 
Health of Azerbaijan Republic, the WHO and USAID office in Azerbaijan to discuss 
cooperation in relation with the project.  

Various leaflets and posters were produced to be distributed among the 
population in the country. In August –December surveys were conducted among 
7000 people. These people were also promoted on H1N influenza.  

The project will be implemented until July 2010. During the project 
implementation it is expected to carry out a basis analysis in selected test areas and 
mapping, to work out internal and external networking and to ensure functional 
coordination between stakeholders at national, regional and community level in the 
targeted areas.                       
 

ACHIEVEMENTS:            
 

• 83 trained volunteer health promoters and nurses of the Red Crescent 
held promotion and educational activities on avian flu, HIV/AIDS, 
tuberculosis, breast cancer, healthy nutrition, H1N1 flu, infectious 
diseases among 10275 people. 60 % of them were refugees and 
internally displaced persons.  

• 12 women were found out with a change in a mammary gland.  
• 87 volunteers trained in blood donation and members of “Club-25” held 

promotion activities on blood donation among 2253 people. 
• 3050 people became volunteer blood donor.  
• Fist Aid teams consisting of 25 people (10 people from Baku, 5 people 

from Agdam, Fizuli, 5 people from Zagatala, 5 people from Ujar) were 
formed.  

• 932 people received first aid skills.  
• 2 large scale campaigns on fist aid were held.  
• 14 of 20 TB ill released prisoners finished DOTS treatment. The other 6 

people continue to receive treatment.    
 
PROBLEMS/CONSTRAINTS  

  
Financial support from the International Federation of Red Cross and Red 

Crescent Societies and donor National Societies to “Community based health” 
program has not been regular. This support has been even temporary decreased. All 
these factors caused some problems in implementation of the above-mentioned 
program and made it impossible to organize training sessions for the Red Crescent 
health promoters and nurses, to give advices by psychologists-specialist to TB ill 
patients, to conduct large scale health promotion activities among population, to 
organize large scale blood donation campaigns, to print promotional materials, to 
stimulate volunteer health promoters, to conduct monitoring of program activities 
and etc. As the result of it the program indicators have been lower in comparison 
with previous years.           

           



16 
 

HIV and AIDS project 
 
Goal: To provide young people with knowledge on HIV and AIDS according to age 
groups, to help young people to take clever decisions, to develop health related 
behaviors in order to prevent HIV and AIDS.  
 
During the reporting period within HIV and AIDS program 125 peer to peer trainers 
were trained. These trainers are active volunteers of Ganja, Sabirabad, Lenkeran and 
Mingechevir Regional Centers. During the year 35364 people were educated on HIV 
and AIDS and the ways of prevention from infectious diseases. 2 training session and 
one round table discussion were held for 60 trainers to refresh their knowledge. 
The 13th traditional meeting of the European Regional center for Fighting HIV and 
AIDS and Tuberculosis took place in Bishkek city of Kazakhstan in 2009. A 
delegation composed of 3 people represented our National Society at the meeting.         
 
In general, the program of trainings and sessions included: history of HIV/AIDS and 
statistical information about the spread of HIV/AID in the world, definition of 
HIV/AIDS, human immune system, symptoms of HIV infection, the ways of 
transmission of HIV/AIDS, the ways of protection from HIV/AIDS, an impact of 
HIV/AIDS on immune system of human beings. A video clip “Protect yourself” shot 
by the Red Crescent was screened. Then the participants of training sessions were 
divided into groups and played interactive games. The results of these interactive 
games were discussed in the groups. The participants demonstrated in their drawings 
the ways of transmission of AIDS and the ways of protection from AIDS. 
Presentations of these drawings were held. The themes discussed during the training 
sessions were also included: the International AIDS Fighting Day, the red ribbon–an 
emblem of AIDS, people living with AIDS and reducing discrimination against these 
people, situation related with HIV/AIDS disease in Azerbaijan, official and non-
official statistical information about HIV/AIDS infected people in Azerbaijan. At the 
end of the training the results of the training were evaluated.   
 
The program of campaigns:    
 
First of all, 2 hours health education activities on HIV/AIDS were conducted. The 
conducted campaigns were of regional nature. The volunteers from local committees 
covered by Regional Centers participated during these campaigns. In each region 
these campaigns were started with a peaceful march of volunteers in streets. Then the 
volunteers distributed booklets on “Youth against AIDS” and preservatives in 
predetermined areas. Drawing competitions and quizzes on HIV/AIDS were also 
conducted. The best drawings were exhibited. The winners of drawing competitions 
and quizzes were presented with gifts. A video clip “Protect yourself” shot by the 
Red Crescent was screened. The campaign ended with a concert program and disco. 
The representatives of non-governmental organizations working in the country 
participated during the campaign.    
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Achievments :    
 

• Within the framework of HIV and AIDS program 125 volunteers were trained 
as HIV and AIDS trainers during the year. 

• More than 4000 people participated during the AzRC’s campaigns.  
• During the year 35364 people were reached through training sessions. 

 
№ Month  Educated people (person) Men Women 
1. January  1440 730 710 
2. February 2100 1060 1040 
3. March 2656 1411 1245 
4. April 2565 1348 1217 
5. May 3310 1690 1620 
6. June 2775 1388 1387 
7. July 3544 1780 1764 
8. August 3512 1755 1757 
9. September 3125 1610 1515 
10. October 3122 1617 1505 
11. November 3550 1775 1775 
12. December 3665 1835 1830 
 

 
HUMANITARIAN VALUES 

 
Goal: The Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society is a key humanitarian actor contributing 
to advocating respect for human beings and disseminating the Movement’s 
Fundamental Principles and humanitarian values.       
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In 2009, 65 volunteers from regional centers of Sabirabad, Lankaran and 
Mingechevir as well as schoolchildren and students participated in the seminars, 
round table discussions on humanitarian values. 
 
In connection with “8 May- World Red Cross and Red Crescent Day” 60 children in 
a boarding school N10 in Pirshagi settlement and 58 children who participated in 
essay competition organized in schools N82 and 132 in Baku city were given 
information about history and activities of the International Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Movement and its components as well as the Azerbaijan Red Crescent 
Society.     
 
In connection with “10 March-The day of establishment of the AzRC” a blood 
donation action was organized in the Technical University.  
 
In 2009, 500 copies of Annual Report 2008 of the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society 
were produced.  
 
170 articles about the activities of the AzRC were published in the AzRC’s 
newspaper “Yeni Tefekkur”, in several local newspapers such as “Zerkalo”, 
“Azerbaijan”, Respublica” newspapeprs, “Trend”, “Kaspiy”, AzerTac, APA, Day.az, 
Navigator.az, Aile-hekimi.az internet new agencies and placed on a web site of the 
Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society. 
 
An updated web site of the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society will be open at the end 
of the year.    
 
 
 
DISSEMINATION OF THE FUNDAMENTAL  PRINCIPLES OF THE MOVEMENT AND 

BASICS OF THE INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW 
 

Goal: To endeavor to change behavior of people to increase tolerance, non-
discrimination and respect for human dignity by disseminating information on history 
and activities of the components of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement (the International Committee of the Red Cross, the International 
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, the National Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies), the Fundamental Principles of the Red Cross/Red Crescent 
Movement, the rules for the right use of the red cross/red crescent and red crystal 
emblems, and the basics of the International Humanitarian Law among general 
public.   
 
Background:  
 
Dissemination of the IHL and Movement’s Fundamental Principles is one of the 
commitments of the States signatory to the Geneva Conventions. The National Red 



19 
 

Cross and Red Crescent Societies help their governments in implementing this task. 
The rules for the IHL adopted in 1949 and addressed to protecting of human rights in 
conflicts are included in the Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols. 
Since 1997 the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society has been implementing the 
Dissemination program with financial and technical support of the ICRC.  
 
 
In 2009, the Program has been implemented according to Cooperation Agreement 
signed between the ICRC and the AzRC and the activity plan of the Dissemination 
sector.   
 
According to its activity plan, the Dissemination sector of the Red Crescent 
organized one training for dissemination volunteers in the Secretariat of the AzRC. 
The purpose of the training was to improve dissemination activities in the regions, to 
provide dissemination volunteers with the latest information on the activities of the 
International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement and the AzRC, to discuss 
jointly a plan of actions connected with celebration of the 150th anniversary of the 
establishment of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, the 90th 
anniversary of the establishment of the International Federation of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies, the 89th anniversary of the establishment of the Azerbaijan 
Red Crescent Society. The program of the training included the rules for the use of a 
guideline book prepared and updated to be used by dissemination volunteers, the 
approved dissemination policy and its implementation mechanisms. The participants 
of the training also received information on the latest adopted legal normative acts 
about the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement and the AzRC. A 
total of 14 dissemination volunteers participated in the training.  

According to the Dissemination sector’s activity plan, trained dissemination 
volunteers in the regional centers made trips to surrounding districts and villages. 
The main purpose of these trips was to assess the presentations of dissemination 
volunteers in the regions on the base of guideline books, to make necessary changes 
to them and to give relevant advises to dissemination volunteers in this field. After 
the presentation positive and negative aspects of their presentations were brought to 
the attention of volunteers. The volunteers also received relevant advises. The senior 
officials of the ICRC also participated during the assessment trips.  

 
 
Date Region Volunteer Participant 

26 May Ganja Sujaddin Gurbanov 9 persons 
27 May Mingechevir Nusret Yusifli 10 persons 
16 June Sabirabad Seyidaga Abbasov  11 persons 
17 June Lenkeran Samadov Zafar 12 persons 
23 June Baku Mammadov Elchin 9 persons 
25 June  Sumgayit Ahadov Gurbet 9 persons 
06 July Garabagh Gulsen  9 persons 
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According to the Dissemination sector’s activity plan, trained dissemination 
volunteer in the regional centers made trips to surrounding districts and villages. The 
main purpose of these trips was to disseminate information on the history, 
components, activities and Fundamental Principles of the Movement as well as basics 
of the IHL among the population in the surrounding districts and villages. During 
these trips dissemination volunteers also informed population about the upcoming 
150th anniversary of the Movement, the 90th anniversary of the International 
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies and 89th anniversary of the 
AzRC. A total of 420 people were educated as a result of these visits to the regions.     
 

Guided by the Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan on “The use and protection 
of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Emblems” issued in 2001 and the Geneva 
Conventions of 12 August 1949 and their Additional Protocols, the Dissemination 
sector of the AzRC continued to work towards finding out the cases of misuse of the 
Red Cross and Red Crescent emblems in the country. “Dental House” private clinic 
misused “Red Cross” emblem by using it on its advertising board and transport 
means. According to the existing legislation on the use of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent emblems  and their protection the court took a decision on stopping of 
misuse of “Red Cross” emblem by clinic. Thus, one case of the misuse of the Red 
Cross emblem was prevented.    
  

To prevent the cases of use of the word “Qirmizi” instead of “Qizil” in the 
names of components of the International RC/RC Movement that had been 
widespread recently in the mass media notification letters were sent to different 
information agencies in the country. 

 
In connection with “8 May- World Red Cross and Red Crescent Day” 60 

children in a boarding school N10 in Pirshagi settlement and 58 children who 
participated in essay competition organized in schools N82 and 132 in Baku city 
were given information about history and activities of the International Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Movement and its components as well as the Azerbaijan Red 
Crescent Society.     
 
During blood donation action organized in connection with “10 March-The day of 
establishment of the AzRC” in the Technical University 320 visual aids were 
distributed. 

  
During the reporting period the Dissemination sector held regularly on a monthly 
base training sessions on the Movement’s components and fundamental principles, 
the basics of the IHL for newly registered National Society’s volunteers and 
members. As a result of the training 34 people were educated. Also, the 
Dissemination sector organized training for 20 students who did their practical work 
at the Headquarters of the AzRC and another training for 6 students of Western 
University.     
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The staff of the Dissemination sector participated in the events and meetings held 
according to “Collecting Detailed Data” program. The Dissemination sector 
disseminated information on the program in Baku city and other regions.  
 
The dissemination sector published 75 articles about the activities and events of the 
National Society in the AzRC’s newspaper “Yeni Tefekkur”. The newspaper has 500 
subscribers in different regions of Azerbaijan.  
 
Achievements:  
 

• In 2009, 14 dissemination volunteers of Regional Centers obtained the latest 
information about the activities of the Az.RC and the Movement, the basics of 
the IHL. They also acquainted with the dissemination policy and its 
implementation mechanisms, the updated guideline book for dissemination 
volunteers and the rules for the use of a guideline book.  

• 1153 people were reached through dissemination training sessions on the 
Movement and its components, the Movement’s fundamental principles and 
the basics of the IHL.      

• 1 case of a misuse of the Red Cross emblem has been prevented. 
• 500 subscribers of the AzRC’s newspaper “Yeni Tefekkur” acquainted with 75 

articles about the activities and events of the AzRC.      
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
 

Strengthening its international relations, in 2009 staff of the Azerbaijan Red 
Crescent Society, which participated in numerous international meetings, seminars 
and conferences, represented the National Society on a high level. Thus:  

 
On 30 June 2009, with the invitation of the Uzbekistan Red Crescent Society 

and the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies the 
President of the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society and a deputy of the National 
Parliament Mr. Novruz Aslanov and the Executive Secretary Baylar Talibov paid an 
official visit to Tashkent city to participate at the conference held in connection with 
the adoption of a law on the Uzbekistan Red Crescent Society. Conference adopted a 
resolution. The working groups were set-up. The leadership of the Uzbekistan Red 
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Crescent Society personally thanked Dr. Novruz Aslanov for sharing experience in 
applying of the Law on the National Society.  

 
On 26-30 January 2009 the next international meeting on mines and explosive 

remnants of war (ERW) of the International Committee of the Red Cross took place 
in Siem Reap city of Cambodia. The Head of “Weapon contamination” program of 
the AzRC Bayram Veliyev participated in the international meeting. 

 
On 1-2 April 2009 Global Alliance Conference on Fighting HIV and AIDS of 

the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement took place in Kiev city of 
Ukraine. The Conference was organized by the Red Cross Society of Ukraine and the 
Europe Zone of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies. The AzRC were represented at the Conference by the Executive Secretary 
Baylar Talibov and Deputy Executive Secretary Shaban Shayev.  

 
On May 7, 2009 within the framework of “Human Pandemic Preparedness” 

project the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
supported by the French Red Cross organized a meeting where Secretaries General of 
the National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies came together. The international 
experts of WHO, USAID, INTER ACTION, CORE GROUP participated in the 
meeting. The AzRC were represented in the meeting by the Executive Secretary of 
the AzRC Baylar Talibov, Deputy Secretary General Shaban Shayev and “Pandemic 
Preparedness” project coordinator Matanat Garakhanova. 

 
 
29-30 April 2009 the 2nd meeting of the Election Committee of the 

International Federation took place in Geneva city of Switzerland. The chairwoman 
of the Election Committee representing the North Americas Mrs. Karol Pauel 
(Jamaica), a member of the Election Committee representing the Europe continent 
Mr. Shaban Shayev (Azerbaijan) and senior officials of the International Federation 
of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies Mr. Frank Mohrhauer, Mrs. Eliz Bodo and 
Mrs Corinne Orlik participated in the meeting.         

 
On 13-27 July 2009, “Education and Friendship” Summer Camp has been 

organized in Langenlois city of Austria. The AzRC were represented by two 
volunteers Rauf Aliyev and Kamran Talibov.  

 
On 13 July 2009 the International Summer Camp was organized by the 

Turkish Red Crescent in Bursa city. Some 100 young people from different countries 
of the world including Spain, Germany, Georgia, Syria, Israel, Malaysia and 
Macedonia participated in the Summer Camp. Head of Migration department of 
AzRC Katanov Mammad and an accountant of Finance department of the AzRC 
Ibrahimova Kamala participated in the Summer Camp. 

 
On 23 July 2009 the Turkish Red Crescent Society started the International 

Summer Camp project in Bursa city. Some 130 young people from different 



23 
 

countries of the world including Palestine, Lebanon, Georgia, Croatia, Kosovo, 
Hungary, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan were invited to participated in the 
Summer Camp. Head of Finance department of the AzRC Irada Ibrahimova together 
with 4 volunteers of the Red Crescent participated in the International Summer 
Camp.  

 
 
The year 2009 marked the 150th anniversary of the International Red Cross and 

Red Crescent Movement, the 90th anniversary of the International Federation and the 
60th anniversary of the adoption of the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949. On 
the occasion of anniversary celebration an event was organized in Solferino city of 
Italy. The AzRC was represented in the event by Deputy Head of the Youth 
Committee of the AzRC Bayram Veliyev.  

 
On 22-23 September 2009, the international meeting on the organizational 

development took place at the Headquarters of the Europe Zone of the International 
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies in Budapest city of Hungary. 
Deputy Chairman of the Youth Committee of the AzRC and Weapon Contamination 
Program advisor of the AzRC Bayram Veliyev participated in the meeting.  

 
On 14-18 September 2009, five days training session on humanitarian project 

planning and project writing to the European Commission was held in Ankara city of 
Turkey. The AzRC were represented by the Head of Fundraising department of the 
AzRC Gunel Guliyeva and Deputy Head of the Youth Committee and Weapon 
Contamination Program advisor Bayram Veliyev.  

 
On 25-28 September 2009 with the organizational support of the Red Crescent 

Society of Kyrgyzstan and Regional Network on Fighting HIV and AIDS and 
Tuberculosis the 13th annual meeting of ERNA took place near Issyk Kul lake of 
Kirgizstan. The representatives of 52 National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, 
different non-governmental organizations working in the field of HIV and AIDS, the 
president, vice-president and responsible secretary of ERNA network participated in 
the meeting. The delegation of the AzRC composed of HIV and AIDS program 
coordinator Shaban Shayev, head of Health and Care department Metanet 
Garakhanova and head of Youth and Volunteers department Khalida Iskenderova 
participated in the ERNA meeting.  

 
On 18-21 November 2009, XVII General Assembly of the International Red 

Cross and Red Crescent Societies was held in Nairobi city of Kenya. This was 
followed by the Council of Delegates that took place on 23-25 November in Nairobi. 
The Delegation of the AzRC composed of 4 persons participated in the statutory 
meetings of the International Federation. The Delegation of the AzRC included the 
Executive Secretary Baylar Talibov as a head of the Delegation, Deputy Executive 
Secretary and a member of the Election Commission of the International Federation 
Shaban Shayev, Deputy Chairman of the Youth Committee of the AzRC (as a 
delegate representing the youth at the General Assembly) and Weapon 
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Contamination Program advisor of the AzRC Bayram Veliyev and Head of First Aid 
Sector of the AzRC Shahin Bilenderli.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
On 17 August 2009 a delegation of Magen David Adom Society of Israel 

composed of Boris Kozokin and David-Frid Appelbaum visited the Azerbaijan Red 
Crescent Society. The aim of the visit was to conduct First Aid training for staff and 
volunteers of the AzRC.  

 
On 24-25 November 2009 head of Finance department of the AzRC Jeyhun 

Mirzayev and head of the Azerbaijan Delegation of the International Federation of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies Sabinanur Mahbubi Iran participated in 
Finance training in Budapest city of Hungary.        

              
On 23- 26 December 2009 Chaim Rafalowsky, Marianna Liptuga visited 

Azerbaijan to hold discussions on DIPECHO project.  
 

 
YOUTH AND VOLUNTEERS 

 
Goal: To develop youth and volunteers management system in order to improve 
involvement, registration and management of youth and volunteers.  
 
Training module courses: 
 
The aim of training  module courses is to increase awareness of the young people on: 

- the history of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement  
- 7 Fundamental Principles 
- the activities of the National Society 

and to encourage new volunteers to participate actively in the activities of local 
branches of the National Society.  
 
During the year, 1900 people attended a training module course. 64 volunteers of 
regional centers of Mingechevir, Sumgayit, Lankaran, Sabirabad and Ganja were 
tranied as trainers on training module. These trainers in their turn conducted trainings 
among other people in their regions.  
 
Lidership training courses:  
 
The youth coordinators of 7 regional centers conducted leadership training courses to 
130 people including volunteers working in the frame of the coomunity program, 
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youth instructors and volunteers of local branches covered by regional centers. The 
program of leadership training courses included the following themes :    
 

- Who can be a leader? 
- Playing different games during the courses    
- Personal skills and communication skills     
- What is a project?  
- Writing projects  
- Searching for partners and donors  
- Practical work with donors 
- Outings and etc.   

 
Trainers already trained on leadership training courses have started successfully to 
train other people in their regions.  

 
Trainings on social work for volunteers working  in the orphanage house:   
 
In 2009, training on social work for 84 volunteers working in the orphanage houses 
of Sumgait, Lankaran, Ganja, Mingachevir regions were held. According to the 
program, trainings on “First Aid” and “Dissemination of the Fundamental Principles 
of the Movement” were held for 525 pupils during 3 months period. 25 pupils were 
selected from each of 3 schools covered by 7 regional centers. As a result of these 
trainings, a competition with 3 stages was organized.  In the first stage, the 
competition was held among the regional schools, in the second stage it was held 
among the Regional Centers, the third and final stage took place in Baku. The 
winners of the competition were presented with gifts.   
 
The training sessions on HIV and AIDS, health promotion, humanitarian values, first 
aid, disaster preparedness and social work were held for 1640 pupils and students in 
Ganja, Lankaran, Mingachevir, Sumgayit and Sabirabad regional centers. Such kind 
of training sessions help the Red Crescent to involve new volunteers.  
 
The meetings of the Central and Regional Youth and Volunteers Boards:  
 
Goal: To improve relations between the staff and volunteers at central and regional 
levels. To develop effective management system for volunteers by establishing the 
Regional Youth and Volunteers Board.  
 
During the year two meetings of the Central Youth and Volunteers Board were held. 
The regional meetings took place in the following regional centers :  
- two meetings in Sumgayit regional center  
- two meetings in Mingechevir regional center    
- two meetings in Ganja regional center  
- two meetings in Lankaran regional center  
- two meetings in Baku regional center  
- two meetings in Sabirabad regional center  
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Development of electronic registration system of volunteers:  
 
Goal: To recruit and develop effectively volunteers countrywide.  
 
At present, electronic registration system of volunteers exists in the Youth 
Department of the National Society’s Secretariat, Sumgait, Zagatala, Mingechevir, 
Ismayilli, Shamakhi, Ganja regional centers. Other regional centers and local 
branches use the electronic registration blanks prepared by the Youth department.  
However, it is planned to have the electronic registration system in all regions. Every 
month the local branches provide the Youth department with data about new 
volunteers registered. The Youth deparment includes the received data in the 
electronic database of youth and volunteers. This helps to coordinate program 
activities of the volunteers involved into the activities of local branches and regional 
centers. A total number of the Red Crescent volunteers is 18470.      
 
Social work in the orphanage houses:   
 
Goal: To provide material and moral support to disabled children, to help disabled 
children do their homework, to help disabled children to forget their disability.  
 
 
The Red Cresent volunteers continued providing social services to orphans and 
disabled children in the orphanage houses in Shaghan, Lankaran, Sumgayit, Ganja, 
Mingachevir regions as well as those who live at home in Sumgayit.  During these 
visits volunteers trained disabled children on how to look after themselves, knit, 
draw, helped them with homework, played sport games, listened music and went for 
an outing with them.    
 
Equipment necessary for providing social work were purchached and distributed to 
orphanage houses.  
 
Volunteers recruitment campaigns were held for volunteers of local branches covered 
by Sabirabad, Sumgayit, Mingechevir, Lankaran and Ganja regional centers.  
 
A total of 8070 people including volunteers of regional centers and local branches, 
the members of the Central Youth and Volunteers Boards, youth coordinators of 
regional centers participated at these campaigns. The program of the campaign 
included presentations made by the following departments :  
 

• Youth and volunteers department  
• HIV and AIDS program  
• Social work 
• Health and Care department  
• Fist Aid department   
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• International relations department  
 
The second part of the event included :  
 

• Group work  
• Presentation of groups  
• Smorgasbord and disco  

 
“Summer Rest Camp” project in Lankaran orphanage house: 
 
As it was in the previous years in July 2009, the Youth and Volunteers department of 
the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society organized “Summer Rest Camp” in an 
orphanage house in Lankaran city.  
 
A total of 98 people including 72 children and young people, 5 Red Crescent 
volunteers, 7 teachers of Lankaran orphanage house, the employees of the “Youth 
and Volunteers” department and Lankaran local branch of the Az.RC participated at 
the Summer Camp project.  
 
The program of the Summer Camp included: providing information about the history 
and activities of the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society, the ICRC and the International 
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, demonstartion of a video clip 
about the activities of the National Society, different trainings, intelectual games, 
drawing and sport competitions, outings to historical places, museums and etc. The 
aim of the Summer Camp was to privide the orphan children with meaningful 
passtime and social care.         
 
On the occasion of the World Azeris Solidarity Day and the New Year the Youth and 
Volunteers department of the Az.RC together with the Youth Committee and Khojali 
local branch organized an event for children from the most vulnerable families. A 
total of 50 children participated at the event. The event which was organized with 
support of “Azpetrol” company aimed at increasing moral and psychological state of 
children from vulnerable families and at providing social care to them.   
 
During the event children enjoyed different show and entertainment programs. At the 
end of the event children from the vulnerable families were given New Year gifts.  

 
Printing of promotion materials:   
 
Goal: To print new promotion and dissemination materials to be distributed among 
the Red Crescent volunteers.  
 
Achievements:   
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1000 booklets, 100 the Red Crescent logos, 100 T-shirts with Red Crescent  emblem, 
100 caps with the Red Crescent  emblem were produced by the Youth department of 
the Red Crescent Society and distributed to volunteers during different events and 
campaigns.         
 
The International relations:   
 
In July 2009, 9 volunteers of the Az.RC participated in different Summer Resort 
Camps organized by the Turkish Red Crescent Society in Bursa city of Turkey, by 
the Austrian Red Cross in Lancenlois village of Austria, by the Italian Red Cross in 
Solferino village of Italy. The programs of these Summer Camps included: friendship 
trainings, trainings on the Movement, intellectual games, outings to historical 
museums and etc.     

 
YOUTH COMMITTEE 

 
Goal: Guided by the seven fundamental principles of the International Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Movement, to develop the Movement of Voluntarism among the young 
people (schoolchildren, teenagers, students, disabled children and youth), to 
disseminate  the ideas of peace, mutual respect and understanding among the young 
people, to carry out useful activities aimed at increasing knowledge and an outlook of 
the young people, encouraging the young people in the country to adhere to healthy 
life style.  

Activities: 
In 2009, the Youth Committee of the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society carried out a 
number of activities aimed at improving social condition of the vulnerable people.  
 
Thus, in January 2009, on the occasion of the New Year the Youth Committee held 
an event in “McDonald” for 120 Khojali children from vulnerable families residing 
in Binagadi district of Baku city. During the event children used different attractions 
in “McDonald”.  A lunch table was served for 50 children deprived from their 
families. Different toys were presented to children. The organizers of the event gave 
tickets to children in order they could participate at the New Year party. 
  
In 2009, the Youth Committee of the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society held an event 
devoted to “Youth Day” in one of the kindergartens for children from vulnerable 
families in Yasamal districts of Baku city. During the event children saw a 
performance in a puppet theatre. They also enjoyed attractions in the National Park. 
At the end of the event a lunch table was served for children. 
 
On 7 March 2009, on the occasion of the 89th anniversary of the Azerbaijan Red 
Crescent Society the Youth Committee held an event for 50 deaf and dumb children 
studying in a boarding school in Shuvelan settlement of Azizbayov district and 80 
children from Kalbajar district. The event was organized in “McDonald”. During the 
event children played intellectual games and enjoyed musical program. At the end of 
the event children were given different presents.  
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On the occasion of the 89th anniversary of the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society the 
Youth Committee organized a drawing competition with the slogan “Our World – 
Your Movement” for 130 children suffering from diseases in Pirshagi settlement. The 
drawings of children were exhibited in the Child Gallery. The winners of a drawing 
competition were awarded with presents.             
 
In connection with celebration of “1 June- the International Children Protection Day” 
the Youth Committee organized an event for 170 children in a child hospital N6 and 
18 children suffering from AIDS. During the event children enjoyed musical program 
and played intellectual games. At the end of the event children in the hospital were 
given sport equipment, different presents and artificial food. 
 
In connection with celebration of “13 September- World First Aid” the youth 
Committee organized an event in the juvenile detention center. During the event 
there was organized a contest among detainees. Along with detainees children from 
“SOS –Children Villages” and “From child to child Peace Network” participated at 
the contest. The winners of the contest were given presents.  
 
In connection with “15 September-Knowledge Day” The Youth Committee 
supported by “Universe” youth center held an event for 70 children from Kalbajar 
and Khojali regions. At the end of the event children were given school bags and 
school items.  

 
ORGANIZATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

 
Goal: To ensure Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society as a strong organization 
supporting vulnerable people at national and international levels by strengthening  
the capacity of the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society in order to implement effective 
and sustainable activities at central and local levels.  

 
At the beginning of 2009 action plans and plans of arrangements of all Regional 
Centers and local branches of the AzRC have been prepared and approved. The staff 
of the Organizational department analyzed the final reports of the last year and 
identified the results. In connection with preparation to the XXII General Assembly 
of the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society all necessary documents were put in order. 
That is also included: timely conducting of the meetings of the Presidium at local 
branches. Relevant staff changes were made in 2 local branches (Jalilabad, Gabala) 
of the National Society.  
 
On 10 March 2009, the 89th anniversary of the AzRC was solemnly celebrated. The 
staff of the Organizational department settled all organizational issues necessary for 
celebration of the event. The local branches covered by Baku Regional center were 
active in conducting of these events. Along with that other local branches of the 
National Society also organized a number of events on the occasion of an anniversary 
celebration.  
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10 local branches of the AzRC were awarded with “Honorary Diploma” of the AzRC 
for their effective activities. In 2009, the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society enlisted 
6125 primary organizations and 265,156 members throughout the country. In 2009, 
quarterly meetings with coordinators of the regional centers were held. Important 
activities have been done towards the strengthening of a material-technical base of 
local branches. Thus, during the reporting period 7 local branches were provided with 
vehicles. Relevant letters were sent to 31 local authorities.  
 
In connection with organizational issues regular meetings were held in education and 
health offices. In 2009, the Organizational department of the AzRC received many 
letters from different offices and enterprises. All these letters have been carefully 
considered and answered by the staff of the Organizational department.              
 
In 2009 quarterly transmission of funds by local branches to the National Society’s 
Secretariat was under the supervision of the Organizational department.    
 
The XXIII General Assembly of the AzRC took place on the 8th of May 2009. 220 
delegates elected from local branches participated at the work of the General 
Assembly. The General Assembly reviewed the activities implemented from 08 April 
2008 to 08 December 2008 and considered these activities as satisfactory. Along with 
that the General Assembly elected and approved a new composition of the Governing 
Board and Presidium. The General Assembly also approved the decisions taken by 
the Presidium meetings in the year 2009. Thus, the General Assembly discussed all 
issues in its Agenda.           

 
 
 
 
 
Numbers of primary organization  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Number of members 
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BRANCH DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 
 
Goal: Taking into account social and health factors, to strengthen overall structures 
and capacity of the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society in order to reduce vulnerability 
of the communities.     
 
In 2009, cooperation with local authorities, municipalities, international and local 
organizations has been continued. The representatives of the above-mentioned 
organizations participated regularly in the trainings organized by the AzRC.      
 
The Red Crescent held 5 trainings on “Needs assessment in communities”, “Project 
planning and management”, “Monitoring and reporting” and “First Aid” for 170 
employees and volunteers of Ganja, Zagatala, Imishli and Khanlar branches.  
 
In addition, one training session on public relations and another one on the activities 
of the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society were held for the above-mentioned local 
branches.  
 
Ganja, Zagatala, Imishli and Khanlar local branches conducted several campaigns 
and events devoted to World Red Cross and Red Crescent Day, World Health Day, 
World No Tobacco Day and World TB Day in their communities. A total of 750 
community members participated during these campaigns and events. 
  
The volunteers of the Red Crescent local branches trained 1735 people on first aid. 
Another 2800 people were educated on preventive health. On the World First Aid 
Day, 4 first aid campaigns and 3 health promotion campaigns have been organized 
with communities.    
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Also, within the framework of this project there were organized 4 events in all 
communities with active participation of 100 community members. 
 
In May 2009, Branch development program coordinator participated in training on 
“Social aid” which was organized in the Republic of Georgia.      
 
Progress/Achievements:   
Assessment conducted by the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society in collaboration with 
the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies helped to learn 
the capacity of the National Society. During the reporting period material and 
technical capacity of local branches has been strengthened. This helped to raise 
interest, motivation and self-confidence of the staff and volunteers of the Red 
Crescent Society. The availability of internet connection in local branches helped 
also to involve more volunteers into the activities of the National Society.     
 
Ganja, Zagatala, Imishli and Khanlar local branches have improved volunteers 
management system. They have identified the role of each volunteer in branch 
development work. All volunteers are registered in database.  
 
The cooperation with local authorities has been improved. Before the project 
implementation the local branches were mainly involved in distribution of food and 
medicines, but now they work in first aid, health promotion and dissemination of 
humanitarian values. The local branches also initiated different social activities. 
Finance and activity reports received from local branches have been improved. The 
Red Crescent local branches managed to increase the number of women and young 
people participating in their activities. At the initial stage of the project only 200 
women and 76 young people participated in project implementation. At the end of the 
project implementation this figure has considerably increased. Thus, more than 800 
women and 520 young people worked together with the Red Crescent in training of 
preventive health, first aid skills.  
 
29 volunteers were trained on needs assessment in communities, 26 community 
volunteers were trained on health issues, 27 staff members of local branches were 
trained on project planning and management and another 22 volunteers of local 
branches were trained on social care as a result of 6 training sessions conducted.    
 
A total of 3750 community members participated actively during the events 
conducted with communities. This has increased communities’ interest to the Red 
Crescent.    
 
Problems/constraints:  
 

• Participatory community development approach was a new method for local 
branches. The employees of some local branches had difficulties to understand 
and accept it.  
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HUMANITARIAN RELIEF 
 
Goal:  According to the Statute of the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Soceity to provide 
different kind of humanitarian assistance to lone elderly people, refugee and IDP 
families, people affected by natural disasters and other vulnerable people by 
mobilizing the capacity of the National Society and the power of humanity; to 
encourage people to help each other.  
 
In 2009, the Secretariat of the Red Crescent received many applications, phone calls 
and appeals from people requesting assistance. As it was in the previous years, this 
year also the National Society considered each application individually and took a 
relevant decision on each application.  
 
According to a schedule approved by the President of the Azerbaijan Red Crescent 
Society N.Aslanov there was organised a reception of vulnerable people on every 
wednesday in Baku Regional Center with participation of the leadership of the 
National Society and a staff member of the Humanitarian Relief department of the 
AzRC. In its turn the Humanitarian Relief department recommended to other local 
branches of the National Society to hold such a reception of vulnerable people in 
their offices with the aim of providing humanitarian aid. Many local branches of the 
National Society have already initiated it.    
 
The work of identifying the number of vulnerable people according to the districts 
and of preparing their lists has been continued in the local branches.  
One of the priority activities of Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society is to provide 
medical-social care to vulnerable people by mobilizing the capacity of the National 
Society and the power of humanity. More than 3000 elderly alone people who are in 
most need of humanitarian assistance and medical-social care are registered in local 
branches of the AzRC.     
 
To improve at least partially welfare of a group of vulnerable people who are in most 
need of humanitarian aid and medical–social care, on 1 August 2008 “In search of 
charity” pilot project was initiated with the initiative and financial support of Dr. 
Novruz Aslanov, President of the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society. The main aim of 
the project was to provide necessary food aid and medical-social care to vulnerable 
people by mobilizing the resources of the Secretariat, staff of local branches, Red 
Crescent nurses and volunteers. This project has been continued in 2009.   
 
During the reporting period “In search of charity” pilot project provided on a 
monthly base food aid and medical-social care to 56 the most vulnerable people 
registered in 11 local branches covered by Baku regional centre.  
The list of persons responsible for project implementation has been approved by the 
leadership of the Az.RC. The implementation mechanisms, the amount of 
humanitarian aid and the classification of medical –social services have been 
included in the project.  
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It should be mentioned that according to the project during the last period (August 
2008-December 2009) food aid in sum of 8844 Az.M were provided to 918 
vulnerable people. Also 6 different kinds of medical-social services were provided to 
vulnerable people. (this included: measuring of blood pressure, giving an injection, 
house cleaning work, assisting with necessary medicines and etc.).    
The leadership of the Red Crescent is planning to expand in future the coverage of 
“In search of Charity” pilot project. 
 
The Red Crescent Society endeavours to establish cooperation in the field of 
humanitarian relief with international and local humanitarian agencies, private 
agencies in the country.  
It is appropriate here to mention particularly the activities of the clinic of the Red 
Crescent Society of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Baku and the Representation of 
“COUNTERPART” International Humanitarian Agency in Azerbaijan.  
 
During the reporting period 402 vulnerable people have been assisted to pass free of 
charge self-examination in the clinic of the Red Crescent Society of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran in Baku. The sum of free of charge self-examination service 
provided to vulnerable people has been 22110 Az.M.  
During the reporting period the local branches of the Azerbaijan Red Crescent 
Society held some 150 different humanitarian- charity events with participation of 
vulnerable people. Hundreds of vulnerable people and children deprived of their 
families participated at these events. During the events they were provided with 
humanitarian aid. Also, lunch tables were served and concert programs were 
organized for them.              
   
Achievements:   
 
In 2009, in comparison with previous years progress both in terms of quantity and 
quality has been made in humanitarian relief activities of the Azerbaijan Red 
Crescent Society. 
During the reporting period humanitarian relief in sum of 305864,13 Az.M was 
provided to 23798 vulnerable people. Humanitarian relief items included: food, 
clothes, medicines, hygienic sets, bedding sets, household items, kitchen items, 
school supplies and etc. Also, medical cards were given to vulnerable people to pass 
free of charge medical examination in the clinic of the Red Crescent Society of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baku city. All these relief items were purchased by using 
the funds received from different sources.  
Humanitarian relief in sum of 28837 Az.M was provided to 1111 vulnerable people 
by using the funds received from donation boxes, individuals and other sources.  
Humanitarian relief in sum of 91845,13 Az.M was provided to 1701 people affected 
by natural disasters by using the funds received from the International Federation of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies and other sources.    
Humanitarian relief in sum of 185182 Az.M was provided to 20986 vulnerable 
people by using the funds received from membership fees collected by AzRC’s local 
branches and other sources.  
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Humanitarian relief provided by the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society to the 

most vulnerable people 
 

Source of 
humanitarian 

relief  

Type of 
humanitarian 

relief  

Categories of 
population  

Number 
of people 
assisted 

Amount  
in Azeri 
manat  

Donations boxes 
Free of charge 
medical cards 
Private donations 

Food, clothes, 
medicines, 
different 

humanitarian 
events and etc   

Lone elderly, 
chronically ill 

people, the most 
vulnerable 

families, children 
deprived of their 

families  

1111 28837 

International 
Federation of  
Red Cross and 
Red Crescent 
Societies and 
other incomes 

Household items, 
different furniture, 

bedding sets, 
hygienic sets and 

etc  

People affected by 
disasters, 

vulnerable 
families, refugees 

and internally 
displaced people  

1701  91845,13 

Membership fees 
collected by 

AzRC’s local 
branches and 
other sources 

Food, medicines,  
household items, 
hygienic sets  and 

etc.   

Lone elderly, 
chronically ill 

people, the most 
vulnerable 

families, refugees 
and IDP’s 

20986 185182 

  Total: 23798 305864,13 
 
Problems: 
 

1. Insufficient amount of finances  
2. Lack of a vehicle of the Humanitarian relief department      

          
           

FUNDRAISING 
 
Goal: To ensure diversity of finance sources of the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society 
with the aim to strengthen a material –technical base of the National Society and to 
provide humanitarian aid on a large scale. 
 
In 2009, Fundraising department of the AzRC established contacts with many 
companies, holdings and organizations in the country with the aim to diversify 
income sources of the National Society, to receive support in implementing different 
projects and Fundraising policy of the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society. For this 
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purpose Fundraising department held a number of meetings with different 
organizations and companies in the country.  
Relations with permanent donors have been strengthened. In 2009 the number of 
donation boxes has reached to 110. New donation boxes have been placed in the 
newly opened 5 shops of “Almali” markets network, “NLT” telecom selling centers, 
“Azza” candy house, the Head Office of TIENS company, all shops of “Sevimli 
Dad” company, “Beutech” beauty saloon, Sea Vew plaza, “Kosmoland” children 
entertainment center. Due to the funds collected from donation boxes the projects of 
the Youth Committee, “Health and Care” department and Humanitarian department 
have been supported. All those who applied to the AzRC for help have been assisted 
by using the funds collected from donation boxes.  
 
In 2009 the staff of Fundraising department met more than once with representatives 
of “Danone” company. As a result of these meetings it was agreed that “Danone” 
company would assist the National Society with yogurts and other food products. In 
2009 “Tiens” company assisted the National Society with producing of a video clip 
on street children. “Tiens” company also financed the New Year party organized by 
the AzRC for children with Down syndrome. In 2009 Fundraising department 
strengthened its relations with different youth organizations, such as “AGAT” 
(Azerbaijan Youth Integration into Europe) agency. The AzRC together with Agil M. 
Film producer center supported to “Dost” project of AGAT youth organization by 
producing a short documentary film about a talent of a child with eye disability. In 
2009 the staff of Fundraising department met more than once with representatives of 
“Rotarakt ” club. As a result of these meetings “Rotarakt” Club agreed to assist with 
5400 Azeri manat to 6 months duration “My profession is my future” project of 
Fundraising department. 
 
In 2009 cooperation with “Azersun” company have been strengthened. “Azersun” 
company employed 2 young people involved into “My profession is my future” 
project. During the reporting period the company also assisted the National Society 
with food products. 
 
In 2009, the Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Azerbaijan  assisted to “My 
profession is my future” project of Fundraising department of the AzRC by sending 5 
orphans to different skills training courses.  
 
In 2009, the staff of Fundraising department negotiated successfully with 
representatives of “Trans Global” company. As a result of it “Trans Global” 
company agreed to allocate 6000 Azeri manat for the implementation of “Safe Play 
Area” project of the AzRC. 
 
During the reporting period the funds collected from donation boxes have 
considerably increased. Many vulnerable families, elderly alone people, the most 
needy students, children suffering from different diseases have been assisted by using 
the funds collected from donation boxes.                
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MIGRATION 
 
On 5 May 2009, two-sides meeting were held between the senior officials of the 
Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society and the leadership of the International Organization 
for Migration in Azerbaijan. The main purpose of the meeting was to share the 
knowledge and experience of each other and to discuss future cooperation. During 
the meeting the representatives of the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society talked about 
traditional projects that the National Society has implemented in the past years and 
continues to implement now in the field of migration. Refugees and IDPs Camp 
project implemented by the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society jointly with the 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies and the 
International Committee of the Red Cross was given by the representatives of the 
National Society as an example to these traditional projects.  
 
On 6 May 2009, Migration department of Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society organized 
an event devoted to remembrance of the occupation of Shusha city of Azerbaijan. 55 
children of 9-12 years old, 5 active volunteers of the Red Crescent Society, a 
representative of the International Organization for Migration and a head of 
Migration department of the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society participated at the 
event. 
 
During the reporting period in order to provide moral and psychological support to 
children from refugee and IDP families the Migration department of the AzRC 
organized an outing in the National Park situated on a sea-side. During these outing, 
children enjoyed different attractions placed in the National Park. After the outing 
dinner was served for children in “Araz” cafe. Migration department rented a mini 
bus to take children to and from the National Park.                    
 
As it was in the previous years during the reporting period the Migration department 
of the AzRC organized a number of events devoted to 1 June – International Children 
Protection Day for refugee/IDP children and children deprived of parents care. The 
program of this kind of events included: different sport games and concert programs. 
These events had been organized in the previous years at the expense of funds of the 
National Society. One of these events took place on 25 June 2009 in a secondary 
school N 150 built for IDP children in Guzanli village of Agdam region. During the 
event there were organized a football competition (for boys) and volleyball 
competition (for girls). The employees of Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society 
Headquarters and the employees of Agdam local branch of the National Society took 
part at the event. At the end of the event the winner teams were awarded with 
different presents and a cup specially prepared by the National Society.  
 
On 19-20 February 2009, the international meeting on migration issues for 44 
European National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies took place in Strasbourg 
city of France. The organizers of the meeting were the Red Cross Society of France 
and the European Union. The main aim of the meeting which took place at the 
Headquarters of the European Union was to prepare at a working group level       
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proposals for the International Federation’s Strategic Plan for migration for the years 
2009-2019 and to discuss new projects related with uncontrolled migrants in the 
territory of Europe that could be implemented by the National Red Cross and Red 
Cross Societies together with their governments.      
 

 
 

Weapon Contamination Program 
 
Goal: To make the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society (AzRCS) one of the leading 
organizations working with communities exposed to danger from mines and 
explosive remnants of war (ERW) in the field of mine risks reduction, communities’ 
awareness on mine risks and safe play areas (to construct safe playgrounds in front 
line villages), to continue implement activities based on a Memorandum of 
Understanding signed between the Red Crescent and Azerbaijan National Agency for 
Mine Action (ANAMA) regarding collecting of information about mine incidents, 
victims of mines and explosive remnants of war and the needs of people affected by 
mines/ERW, to act as an intermediary between the communities and ANAMA 
agency, to cooperate closely with other international and local governmental and 
non-governmental agencies working in the field of mines/ERW.                             
 
Mine Risks Reduction:  
 
In 2009, the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society supported by the “HOMS” (Heads Of 
Missions Spouses) constructed safe play areas in 3 frontline villages which are at risk 
of mines. Another one safe play area was constructed by the AzRC in one village 
with support of the Embassy of the Norwegian Kingdom in Azerbaijan.  
 
The main aim of the project is to provide children with a safe playground where they 
can play without being exposed to danger from mines and explosive remnants of war.        
 
In 2009, “Safe Play Area” project was implemented in the following front line 
regions:   
Agstafa region – Kohne Gishlag village 
Agdam region – Zengishali village 
Terter region – Askipara, Garadagli villages  
 
Public awareness on mines:  
 
In the playgrounds constructed by the Red Crescent in 4 villages of 3 front line 
regions in 2009 there were installed boards with inscriptions and drawings about the 
danger of mines and ERW. These boards will help children to be aware about mine 
risks. In addition, the AzRC distributed through its 10 local branches’ volunteers 
(Gazakh, Agstafa, Tovuz, Gedebey, Goygol, Goranboy, Terter, Agdam, Agjabedi, 
Fizuli) promotion materials (notebooks, pens, calendars, books, posters and etc) 
about the danger of mines and ERW in villages exposed to danger from mines and 
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explosive remnants of war. These promotion materials were produced by ANAMA 
agency.         
        
 
Cooperation between the Red Crescent and ANAMA (Azerbaijan National 
Agency for Mine Action)      
 
In 2009, according to a Memorandum of Understanding on “Collecting data on mine 
incidents and victims of mines/explosive remnants of war (ERW) as well as on the 
needs of people affected by mines” signed between the Azerbaijan Red Crescent 
Society and ANAMA agency in December 2007 the AzRC collected and presented 
data on mine incidents and victims of mines / explosive remnants of war to ANAMA 
agency In December, 2009 with organizational support of the ICRC and with 
participation of ANAMA specialist the AzRC organized one day training for the 
chairpersons of its 10 local branches involved in  “Collecting data on mine incidents 
and victims of mines / explosive remnants of war (ERW) as well as on the needs of 
people affected by mines” program in Baku city.  
 
In 2009, 4 coordination meetings (quarterly) were held between the AzRC and 
ANAMA agency. During these meetings the results of the above-mentioned joint 
activities were discussed. It was proposed to continue the cooperation between two 
organizations in the year 2010.    
 
Improving at least partially a social state of families who lost one of heads of a 
family as a result of mine/ERW accidents.  
 
Since 2009 the AzRC has been implementing “Social support to families who lost of 
one of heads of a family as a result of mine accidents”. With finance support of the 
ICRC the National Society conducted assessment in Terter, Gazakh, Agstafa and 
Tovuz regions to find out families from this category. For this purpose the AzRC also 
used the statistics given by ANAMA agency. The AzRC reveled 16 families in Terter 
region, 6 families in Gazakh region, 7 families in Agstafa region and one family in 
Tovuz region who are the most in need. To assist these families the AzRC prepared 
relevant projects and presented them to donors.  
 
In July 2009, the AzRC with finance support of a spouse of an ambassador of the 
USA Embassy in Azerbaijan Mrs Anne Derse had bought one big horned cattle and 
forage to feed horned cattle during one year period for a needy family registered in 
Tovuz region.   
 
In 2009, 13 young people from families affected by mine/ERW incidents in Tovuz 
region received free of charge computer knowledge in “Youth Center” attached to 
Terter local branch of the National Society. They all were given relevant certificates.          
 
Cooperation with mass media     
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During the reporting period mine action activities of the Azerbaijan Red Crescent 
Society were highlighted through “Yeni Tefekkur” newspaper of the National 
Society. Information on mine action activities of the AzRC were placed on an official 
web-site (www.redcrescent.az) of the National Society. In addition the local branches in 
front line districts involved in the program are endeavored to give articles about the 
ongoing projects/programs as well as various activities of the Red Crescent Society 
to be published in local newspapers.    
 
Cooperation with the ICRC: 
 
In 2009, the AzRC maintained close cooperation with the ICRC regarding Weapon 
Contamination program. In its turn the ICRC has provided technical and financial 
support to the Weapon Contamination program implementation. Weapon 
Contamination program advisor of the AzRC held regularly official meetings and 
discussions with responsible persons for this field in the ICRC.   
Cooperation with other agencies:  
 
During the reporting period in connection with “Safe Play Area” project and the mine 
action activities “Weapon Contamination “program advisor of the AzRC took part in 
different meetings, seminars, training sessions and conferences with the ICRC, the 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, the German Red 
Cross, ANAMA, AzCBL (the Azerbaijan Campaign to Ban Landmines), HOMS, the 
Embassy of the Norwegian Kingdom in Azerbaijan, International Euro Asia Press 
Fund, Trans Global LTD and other agencies.  
 
International meetings: 
 
The next international meeting on “Weapon contamination” of the International Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Movement was held on 26-30 January in Siem Reap city of 
Cambodia. The initiators and organizers of the meeting were the Cambodian Red 
Cross and the ICRC. The main aim of the meeting was to assess weapon 
contamination activities conducted by the Movement during the last 10 years, to 
share experience in this field between the National Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies and to prepare the International Movement’s next Strategy on “Struggling 
against mines/ERW for the years 2009-2019. The AzRC was represented at the 
meeting by Weapon Contamination program advisor of the AzRC Mr. Bayram 
Veliyev. 
On 18-21 November 2009, the XVII General Assembly of the International 
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies took place in Nairobi city 
Kenya. This followed by the Council of Delegates of the International Federation 
which took place on 23-25 November there. The AzRC Weapon Contamination 
program advisor Bayram Veliyev was among the Delegation of the Azerbaijan Red 
Crescent Society participating at the statutory meetings of the International 
Federation. Addressing a speech at the meeting of the Council of Delegates Bayram 
Veliyev highly appreciated the newly developed strategy of the Movement on 
reducing the effects of mines, cluster bombs, ERW on the civilian population.           

http://www.redcrescent.az
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TRACING SERVICE 

Goal: The aim of the Tracing Service is to alleviate suffering of family members, 
who lost contacts with each other, provide psychological support, assist to exchange 
of necessary information among relatives during emergencies and afterwards as well 
as restore family links.  

The main trends of activities of the Tracing Service:  
• Tracing of persons missed during World War II; 
• Tracing of persons missed as a result of migration;  
• Tracing of persons refusing to pay alimony; 
• Providing counseling service in order to solve social problems;  

 
 
 
 
Cooperation with mass media   

In 2009, 6 articles related with the activities of the Tracing Service were published in 
“Vishka newspaper.  
 
In September and November, 2009 the Tracing Service gave interviews on its 
activities to the Azerbaijan State Radio Broadcasting Company.    
 
In 2009, the Tracing Service of the AzRC continued to cooperate with “Wait Me” 
program broadcasted on “ORT” TV channel through telephone and e-mail.  
 
Cooperation with government structures:  
 
In 2009, the Tracing Service of the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society cooperated 
closely with the following government structures:  

1) The Ministry of Internal Affairs 
2) The Ministry for National Security 
3) State Archive Office attached to the Cabinet of Ministers  
4) Baku local authority 
5) Republican Procurator’s Office  
6) Military Commissariat  
7) High Commissariat for Refugees 
8) State Committee for Refugees and IDPs 
9) The Ministry of Justice   

    10) Telephone-information service  
 
Internal meetings:  
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The staff of the Tracing Service participated actively at the meetings organized by 
Collecting of Detailed Information program coordinator. 
In 2009 hot-line created on the base of Collecting of Detailed Information program 
continued to operate. During the reporting period 143 phone calls were received by 
the staff of the Tracing Service. All those who called to the Tracing Service were 
given short and concrete information. An electronic base was updated.    
 
 
Other meetings:      
 
The Tracing service together with the Organizational department of the AzRC did 
preparation work to prepare a guideline book for staff of regional centers and local 
branches of the National Society.   
On 1-2 October 2009, a seminar for staff of regional centers and local branches was 
organized in the office of the ICRC in Baku. During the seminar the participants 
refreshed their knowledge on tracing work. The main purpose of the seminar was to 
update a training manual on tracing process and to assist with solving of problems 
that may arise during the tracing process. During the discussions it was decided to 
make some changes and amendments to tracing request forms.         
 
Cooperation with Regional Centers/local branches of the AzRC 
During the reporting period the Tracing Service hold meetings with chairpersons of 
Baku, Sumgayit, Lankaran, Mingechevir, Sabirabad, Ganja Regional Centers. During 
these meetings tracing request forms were distributed to participants. Also telephone 
connection was established with chairpersons of many local branches in order to give 
them different advises on tracing work.    

Tracing requests received from Regional Centers in the year 2009:  
 
Sumgayit RC – 1 
Lenkaran RC – 1 
Nakhchevan RC – 1 
Ganja RC – 1  
 
Statistical figures on tracing in the year 2009:    

106 tracing requests were received by the Tracing Service of the AzRC. 
The number of cases opened within Azerbaijan – 64  
In abroad - 41  
 
Tracing related with migration  86 
Tracing of persons missed during World War II 2 
Tracing of documents related with World War II 6 
Tracing of persons missed as a result of a conflict  7 
Tracing of documents related with migration (documents 
confirming burial place)  

1 
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Repression  4 
Total: 106 
 
Family messages  11 
 
 
The number of cases closed in 2009 – 130 
 
Tracing of persons missed as a result of migration 53 (with 

negative result) 
44 (with 
positive result) 

Tracing of persons missed during World War II 20 3 
Tracing of persons missed as a result of a conflict  1 
Tracing of documents related with World War II  1 
Tracing of documents lost as a result of a conflict 3 2 
Repression 2  
Confirming documents (burial place)    
Total : 78 52 

 
DETAILED DATA COLLECTION PROJECT 

 
According to a Memorandum of Understanding signed between the ICRC and the 
Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society the trained volunteers of the Azerbaijan Red 
Crescent Society visited the families of the missed persons in Baku, Sumgayit cities 
and districts of Absheron region in the months of January, February, March, June of 
the year 2009. As the result of these visits the volunteers collected the detailed data 
on the missing persons and presented them to the ICRC.  
 
The first stage of the project was finalized by June, 2009. In general, during this stage 
the Red Crescent volunteers achieved to collect questionnaires on 1152 missed 
persons filled out by the families of the missing persons living in Baku, Sumgayit 
cities and districts of Absheron region. The volunteers of the Red Crescent Society 
passed the filled out questionnaires to the International Committee of the Red Cross. 
 
The second stage of the project started in February 2009. 26 volunteers of the Red 
Crescent Society in Barda district attended 10 days training on detailed data 
collection. The trained volunteers visited the families of the missed persons in their 
regions and collected detailed data on the missing persons. The second stage of the 
project is going on in Agdam, Fizuli, Terter, Beylegan, Gedebey, Goygol, Barda, 
Gazakh, Agstafa, Yevlakh, Shemkir, Tovuz, Samukh, Agjabedi, Dashkesen districts 
and Ganja, Mingechevir cities. So far the Red Crescent volunteers achieved to collect 
questionnaires on more than 650 missed persons and presented them to the ICRC.  
By the end of December it is planned to collect another 399 filled out questionnaires.           
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FINANCE 
 
The basic funds have been 273, 6 thousand manat by the end 2009.  
 
The analysis of the incomes shows that a total income of the AzRC has decreased 
due to a decrease in incomes received from the membership fees. An income 
received from membership fees has been 650.5 thousand manat in 2008, but this 
figure has reached to 323.4 manat in 2009. It should be mentioned that there were 
certain delays or difficulties by Baku education and health institutions as well as oil 
companies to pay their membership fees. Certainly, this caused some challenges in 
the activities of our National Society. However, placing of new donation boxes has 
been successful during the reporting period. In 2009, 16,9 thousand manat was 
collected from 110 donation boxes placed throughout  the country.          
 
During the reporting period, the funding from the state budget has been increased in 
comparison with the previous year. This has made 39 % of a total income. In 2008 
this figure was 33 %.  
 
Within the frame of “Development” program “Chicken breeding farming” in Ujar 
region, “EXO” device, internet and computer courses in Mingechevir city, internet 
club in Sumgayit city, “Beauty saloon” in Narimanov local branch, ultrasound device 
in Nasimi local branch, “Dental cabinet” in Ismayilli region have been functioning.  
 
However the funds generated by these income generation projects were not so much 
and therefore the activities in this field must be strengthened. During the reporting 
period First Aid courses generated 1.9 thousand manat. The individual donations 
have made 8.7 thousand manat.  
 
In 2008, the funds received from district and city branches were 743.2 manat. 
However in 2009 this figure has decreased and made 691.1 manat.  
 
During the reporting period the following local branches have failed to fulfill their 
financial plans related with transmission of funds to the Secretariat: Gusar, Gubadli, 
Jalilabad, Khanlar.          
 
The funds received from the Azerbaijan Delegation of the International Federation, 
the International Committee of the Red Cross and foreign donors were strictly used 
for the implementation of the programs agreed with donors.  
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The indicators of the reporting period for the AzRC  
      
 

  2009   
  manat per cent  
Incomes  1 546 990,12  100,0% 
IFRC (DREF, A H1N1 pande) 172 333,87  11,1% 
ICRC (Dissemination of RC/RCM, DDC, Tracing  ) 84 151,19  5,4% 
Norwegian Blood Donation project 8 852,66  0,6% 
State budget 600 000,00  38,8% 
Membership fees 323 361,00  20,9% 
Safe Play Area project (German RC) 50 700,00  3,3% 
Income generation, fundraising 268 010,80  17,3% 
Other incomes 39 580,60  2,6% 
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  2009
  manat per cent 
Expenses 1 509 411,57  100,0%
International Federation  172 333,87  11,4%
International Committee of the Red Cross 84 151,19  5,6%
State budget 600 000,00  39,8%
Foreign donors 59 326,00  3,9%
Humanitarian relief goods funded by AzRCS  457 296,51  30,3%
Administrative expenses 71 212,00  4,7%
Other expenses  65 092,00  4,3%
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HISTORY 
 
10th of  March 1920 
The day of foundation of the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society  
 
1920-1991. the member of the League of the Soviet Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies 
 
25th November 1994 
Parliament of Azerbaijan Republic issued the decree recognizing the National 
Society 
 
01st November 1995 
Azerbaijan Red Crescent is officially recognized by the International Committee of 
the Red Cross 
 
26th  November 1995 
Azerbaijan Red Crescent is admitted as full member to the International Federation 
of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 

December , 2001 
Novruz Aslanov, President of Azerbaijan Red Crescent, is appointed as an expert to 
the Disaster Preparedness and Relief Commission of the International Federation at 
the Governing Board 
 
5th September 2003 
The Cabinet of Ministers of Azerbaijan Republic issued a decree on “improving the 
work of Azerbaijan Red Crescent” 
 

31 January 2004 

H.E. Mr.Ilham Aliyev, President of Azerbaijan Republic, signed a decree on 
“increasing government care to the Azerbaijan Red Crescent” 
 
10 March 2005 
In connection with the 85th anniversary of the AzRC, Novruzali Aslanov, President of 
the National Society and 6 representatives of the AzRC were awarded with “Tereqqi” 
(“Progress”) medal for their services by the decree of Mr.Ilham Aliyev, President of 
the Azerbaijan Republic. 
 
8 May 2005 
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Three nurses of the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society were awarded with one of the 
highest awards of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement – 
Florence Nightingale medal. 
 
 
8 May 2007,  
The law on “ The Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society” was adopted by the National 
Parliament of the Republic of Azerbaijan. 
 
8 May 2007 
The Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan  on amendments to the law “On the use and 
protection of Red Cross and Red Crescent emblems”    
 
22 May 2007  
A decree of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan on application of the law of 
Azerbaijan Republic on “the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society”   
 
22 May 2007  
A decree of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan on application of the law of 
the Republic of Azerbaijan making amendements to the law on “the use and 
protection of Red Cross and Red Crescent emblems”.  
 
11 July 2007 
 
The decision of the Cabinet of Ministers of Azerbaijan Republic regarding making 
changes and amendments to some decisions of the Cabinet of Ministers of Azerbaijan 
Republic.    
 
7 April 2008  
 
A decree on the establishment of the Red Crescent Day issued by the President of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan.  
 
21 July 2008 
Prime Minister signed Degree where the Goverment donates the office space to 
Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society 
 
 
 
 
 
 


