
F O R E W O R D 

 It is an honour to provide this foreword to Dr. Aslanov’s insightful 
book on humanitarian diplomacy. His personal experiences in post-
Soviet Azerbaijan shine a human light on how humanitarian 
diplomacy can and must be mobilized to improve the lives of 
vulnerable people.  

I was particularly struck by Dr. Aslanov’s observation of how “A 
Memory of Solferino”, a book published in 1862 by Henry Dunant - 
the founder of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent 

Movement - was likely the first example of humanitarian diplomacy in action. This book, 
which documented a battle in Solferino and the humanitarian response that followed it, was 
distributed to reigning houses, government officials and other key influencers of the time. Dr. 
Aslanov points out that many of these people responded to Mr. Dunant’s concerns, and thus 
demonstrates in very practical terms how humanitarian diplomacy can be deployed to serve 
people in need. This is important as humanitarian diplomacy is a term that is often 
misunderstood. At the Red Cross Red Crescent, we define humanitarian diplomacy as 
persuading decision makers, including governments, to advance the interests of vulnerable 
people. 

Worldwide, National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies support their public authorities as 
independent auxiliaries to government in the humanitarian field. This creates a neutral and 
impartial humanitarian space for the Red Cross Red Crescent to serve within. However, if the 
right legislation or structures are not in place to facilitate humanitarian action, then it is 
vulnerable people who suffer the most. I wholeheartedly agree with Dr. Aslanov who stresses 
that humanitarian diplomacy is a necessity for all National Societies and their leaders to 
implement, for it is an effective tool that can strengthen their ability to serve and alleviate 
suffering. And as such, it can also be used to significantly expand the reach of the Red Cross 
Red Crescent.  

I offer my sincere congratulations to Dr. Aslanov for his informative and passionate analysis of 
humanitarian diplomacy, or as he so eloquently states, diplomacy for humanity. I also offer 
my grateful thanks to Dr. Aslanov for his continued leadership, commitment and selfless 
dedication to the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement. 

 

Sincerely, 

Tadateru Konoé 

President 

International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies. 

 


