
A letter of congratulation to “Charity” journal of the Azerbaijan Red Crescent 
Society    

 
95 years have passed since the establishment of the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society. 
Founded at the initiative of a lieutenant-general Aliagha Shikhlinsky and Fatali khan 
Khoysky during an existence of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic the Azerbaijan Red 
Crescent Society has functioned as a part of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies League 
of the former USSR from the year 1923 to the year 1991. During the Second World War 
the nurses of the National Society saved the lives of thousands of the wounded soldiers on 
the battlefields.        
 
In March 1992 the International Committee of the Red Cross opened its Delegation in 
Azerbaijan following  a request of the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society.  
 
On 26 November 1995, the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society was admitted as a full 
member into the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies. 
Mr.Novruz Aslanov who was selected as a chairman of the National Society has been 
providing care and humanitarian assistance to vulnerable groups of population since 2001.  
 
The government of Azerbaijan provides assistance to the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society 
in implementing of its noble mission in our country.  
 
During his presidency our nationwide leader Mr. Heydar Aliyev provided much care and 
assistance to the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society. Particularly, releasing our citizens 
from Armenian captivity has been on the focus of our nationwide leader Heydar Aliyev.     
 
On 31 January 2004 a president of the Republic of Azerbaijan Mr.Ilham Aliyev signed a 
decree on “Increasing a government care to the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society”. 
According to a decree of 7 April 2008 of a president of the Republic of Azerbaijan 
Mr.Ilham Aliyev the 10th of March is celebrated annually as “Red Crescent Day” in our 
country. These decrees of the President of Azerbaijan Republic contributed greatly to the 
development of the National Society.  
 
After regaining its independence the Republic of Azerbaijan experienced some difficulties 
as a result of a military aggression of the Republic of Armenia which was started in 1988. 
As a result of this aggression about 1 million of our people became refugees and internally 
displaced persons. At that period the International Committee of the Red Cross as a 
partner of the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society started to carry out humanitarian activities 
in our country. 
 
As a result of this direct assistance of the ICRC more than 600 our citizens have been 
released from Armenian captivity. Today this process is being continued too.  
 
Having opened its delegation in our country the IFRC undertook a responsibility of 
managing refugee and IDP tent camps. During that difficult period of our country the 



IFRC in close cooperation with the Az.RCS provided humanitarian assistance to our 
refugees and internally displaced persons. This activity of the IFRC and the National 
Society have been highly appreciated by our different government structures. At present 
11 nurses of the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society are awarded with “Florence 
Nightingale” medal – a high award of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement. A number of staff of the National Society are awarded with “Tereggi” medal 
of our country.  
 
At present the National Society has 7 Regional Centers, Nakhchevan Autonomous 
Republic Committee and 83 city and district committees. The National Society has more 
than 300.000 members and 20.000 volunteers.  
 
The year 2015 is a significant year in the history of the National Society. The 95th 
anniversary of the establishment of the Az.RCS will be celebrated this year. On this 
occasion it is planned to conduct a number of events throughout the country. It is also 
planned to release a jubilee issue of “Charity” magazine of the Az.RCS. A jubilee issue of 
“Charity” magazine of the Az.RCS will be published in Azeri and English languages and 
will be sent to National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies in the world.  
 
Let me sincerely to congratulate all members of the Azerbaijan Red Crescent Society on 
the occasion of its jubilee. I wish happy days and a sound health to all of you and every 
success in your hard and noble activities. I wish to your “Charity” magazine to be 
sustainable and to highlight properly Azerbaijani realities on its pages and to inform the 
world about Azerbaijani realities.             
 
Best regards,  
 
Professor Samad Seyidov  
 
Member of the National Parliament of  
the Republic of Azerbaijan,  
Head of Azerbaijan Delegation at  
the Parliament Assembly of the European Council, 
Rector of Azerbaijan University of Languages.               


